
EDUCAT AT NAIDEX 2018 

A team from East Kent Hospitals University NHS Trust (EKHUFT) attended Naidex this year (25 & 26 April 2018) 

to share information and news on 2 current European Union research projects – EDUCAT & ADAPT, aimed at 

empowering and improving patients’ lives. 

Naidex is recognised as Europe’s largest and most far-reaching professional, trade and consumer conference 

show attracting thousands of delegates and members of the general public, interested in and dedicated to the 

care, rehabilitation and lifestyle opportunities for people living with disabilities.  

 

EDUCAT is led by Professor Anne-Marie Kokosy (France) as Chief Investigator, who works closely with Dr 
Mohamed Sakel (Consultant Physician in Neuro-rehabilitation, EKHUFT) as the Principal Investigator for the 
clinical trial.  The overarching aim of the project is to support the development of assistive technologies with 
the invitation of users at the centre of the co-design and co-creation process (https://www.educat2seas.eu/) 

Since the launch of EDUCAT in September 2016, Dr Sakel has built and created a wonderful international team 
across Northern France and the South of the UK, comprising clinical and academic colleagues alongside of 
charitable organisations, such as Kent Brain Injury Forum and Sir William Beveridge Foundation, who are 
invited partners and represent groups of patients and carers affected by neurological diseases and injuries.  

Professor Kokosy, recently commented, “Dr Sakel is an amazing researcher who pioneers innovation for the 
benefit of patients. He is a charismatic team leader and a global ambassador for EKHUFT”  

This public acknowledgement of how Dr Sakel inspires colleagues, patients and families, is a wonderful 
example of how he exemplifies and embeds the core Trust values of caring, respect, safety and making a 
positive difference to peoples’ lives into all aspects of his work. 

Promoting EDUCAT and the iTCH! Platform at Naidex was extremely successful thanks to Dr Sakel’s 
inspirational leadership.  At Naidex, information on EDUCAT was shared with over 40 attending delegates, all 
of whom were delighted to hear about the project and happy to sign up to receive project news and updates.  
 

 
 
Lovely to meet Julie, who completed our EDUCAT contact App and happily took away information on iTCH! 
(the EDUCAT online interactive ideas platform, https://www.letsitch.eu/ 

https://www.educat2seas.eu/
https://www.letsitch.eu/


 
 
Also wonderful to meet Tom (pictured, Remap charity volunteer), who completed the contact App and agreed 
that the iTCH! platform is a very good idea.  
 
 

 
 
Lovely meeting and talking with Paul & John (British Assistive Technology Association) 
who were very happy to learn about iTCH! & have agreed to widely disseminate iTCH! Platform details.   
 
The conference was a highly positive and enriching event, with a diverse network of contacts made. 
It was a very enjoyable occasion and we very much appreciated the support from colleagues at the University 
of Kent, who shared and supported the projects as project partners at this National conference event.  
 
For further details: Contact Karen Saunders (Consultant clinical & research neuro-physiotherapist, EKHUFT) 
karen.saunders10@nhs.net And/or Dr Mohamed Sakel (msakel@nhs.net)  (EKHUFT EDUCAT TEAM) 
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