EDUCAT is a project funded by the European Union to develop and test (through a
series of clinical trials) new assistive technologies to promote independence and
improve the quality of life of people with motor and neurological impairments.
New assistive technologies will be developed within an open, modular and adaptive
framework.
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Furthermore, the ‘co-creation’ approach will include other relevant stakeholders,
for example carers, healthcare professionals, researchers, care support networks
and companies, in all stages of the project.
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One of the key objectives of the project is to adopt a collaborative and ‘co-creation’
approach which places the end-users (i.e. people with motor and neurological
impairments) at the centre of the design, development and testing process.
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Development of clinically tested assistive technologies
that enable real-time health monitoring,user comfort,
and control therefore, improving user’s independence
and quality of life.

Development of an international network via a web
platform, iTCH!, to facilitate the co-creation of the health
technologies of tomorrow (www.letsitch.eu)

One of the main aims of the project is to develop a system that provides a variable level
of assistance for powered wheelchair users. Specifically, a system will be produced
which can self-adapt to an individual’s requirements, based on their health and
well-being, as they change and fluctuate over time.
The system will be tested through a series of clinical trials with the first trial testing a
data recording device to gain insight into the daily driving pattern of individual users
over a period of 5 days. Information will be supplemented by data obtained from users
and their carers through the use of diaries, questionnaires and interviews.
The analysis of the data from the first clinical trial will inform further development and
testing of the system to improve elements of its control and functionality, for example,
by alerting users to potential obstacles and avoidance of collisions.
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The expected outcomes of the project are:
- Improved quality of life for the user and their carers;
- Improved provision of appropriate assistive technology;
- An increase of savings, in terms of cost and time, for companies
(technology development) and clinical services.

Technology transfer and knowledge sharing with the
objective to inform and help companies to utilise the
technologies developed by this project.
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400
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30 rehabilitation centers,
nursing homes, hospitals
40 users
10 associations
50 companies

9 seminars
12 conferences
12 trade fair
participations

The long-term objective is to provide, through cross-border collaboration,
affordable technologies and facilitate market entry to improve the quality of life
of the users of health technologies.
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